Curse of Advertisement
In the editorial of the Young India of October 8, 1919, to which
reference was made earlier, he said : " Some readers who are
interested in the purity of the paper sent me a most interesting
extract from a well known newspaper. I have refused to soil the
pages of Navajtvan by reproducing it. Anyone turning advertise-
ment of leading magazines can verify the truth of my criticism."
The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary defines obscenity as
"indecency or lewdness (especially of language)". Indecency
and obscenity are more or less synonyms and are used for the same
purpose. To quote the Dictionary : " Indecency" is a "quality
savouring of obscenity ".
The Geneva Conference of 1923 on the Suppression of the
Circulation of, and Traffic in, Obscene Publications could not
satisfactorily define the word * obscene'. In India there is no
statutory definition of the word though the Obscene Publication
Act 1925 was enacted to give effect to the Geneva Convention
recommendation of 1923. Gandhijfs agitation had some effect
in the sense that Government's attention was drawn to this vital
problem. The Act, among others, set down that whoever " advertise
or makes known by any means whatsoever that any person is
engaged or is ready to engage in any act which is an offence under
this Section or that any such obscene object can be procured from
or through any person . . . shall be punished with imprison-
ment . . . . "
But though the statutory provisions were made, no statutory
definition, was given to the word * obscene'. Even as late as 1940,
in a case in Calcutta,7 the observation was made that picture of a
nude woman was not per se * obscene *, when it would shock or
offend the taste of a decent man. If such a picture does not excite
the sensuality or impure thoughts to an average person, they are
outside the purview of the provisions of the Penal Code. It was
observed : " For the purpose of deciding whether a picture is
obscene or not, one has to consider to a great extent the sur-
roiindivag circumstances, the pose, the posture, the suggestive
element in the picture, the person into whose hands it is likely
to fall etc."
Because of the conflict in attitude between the conservative
7 Emperor vs. Sree Ram Saksena, Indian Law Reporter (Calcutta, 1940),
Vol. I, p. 581.
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